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More TB patients resistant to drugs

India Among 3 Countries With Highest Number Of Such Cases, Says WHO

Pushpa Narayan & Shalini
Umachandran | TNN

Chennai: Inthe last four years,
Chennai has seen a 35% dip in
deaths due to tuberculosis and
a cure rate of 87% against the
national average of 84%. But
doctors say the new challenge
facing TB treatment in the city
is multi-drug resistance (MDR).
‘At least 3% of the new pa-
tients show some mutations
due to which the primary drugs
do not work on them,” says Dr
M S Jawahar, deputy director,
Tuberculosis Research Centre,
Chennai. “What makes it worse
is that some patients discon-
tinue treatment after a few
weeks either because the symp-
toms disappear or because they
develop severe side-effects like

Residents help renovate Rlys

jaundice or diarrhoea. This
gives the bacteria an opportu-
nity to develop a defence mech-
anism against the medicines,”
he says.

According to WHO'’s annu-
al update on tuberculosis, more
money and better science are
needed to control new strains
of tuberculosis that are tough
to treat. India, China and Rus-
sia are the three countries with
the world’s highest number of
drug-resistant TB cases, it said.

Dr Dilip Mathai, who heads
the TB centre at CMC, Vellore,
says, there are five drugs with
which TB can be treated. “If the
patient is resistant to two po-
tential drugs, we declare them
MDR,” he says. His research
shows that 15% to 20% of pa-
tients are single-drug resistant,

Population Regd for
Year covered (lakhs) treatment
2008 45 6,621
2007 44 7,151
2006 44 7,368
2005 44 7,366
2004 43 6,955

NUMBERSTELL THESTORY

Annual Cure
detection rate rate  Deaths
148 87 % 321
161 88% 534
167 89 % 585
169 89 % 581
161 86 % 497

and 4% are MDR. “Five years
ago when we started work with
the revised national TB pro-
gramme (RNTCP), we had one
death every minute. Now it is
down to two deaths every three
minutes,” says Dr Ramya of
REACH, a non-profit organi-
sation working to create
awareness about TB in the the
city.

Chennai Corporation
records show that TB deaths
dropped to 321 in 2008 as com-
pared to 534 in 2007.

“Early diagnosis has been
the main reason for the dra-
matic drop,” says Rajesh
Lakhoni, commissioner, Chen-
nai corporation. “We have also
been pro-active in providing
treatment.”
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1,800-yr temple on OMR coin phones at
| Central station

D Madhavan | TNN

Chennai: Residents of Sem-
mencherry near Old Maha-
balipuram Road, were a proud
lot on Monday. The ‘kum-
babishekam’ being performed
at the 1,800-year-old Sri Srini-
vasa Perumal Temple, for the
first time since 1957, meant
that their restoration efforts
had borne fruit. Almost 1,000
devotees, mainly locals, wit-
nessed the grand function.

Said to be the oldest of its
kind along the 45-km stretch
between Madhya Kailash and
Mamallapuram, it was built
during the 3rd century AD by
a local chieftain.

Over time, the temple be-
gan to lose its sheen. Thick
undergrowth enveloped most
of the space around the one-
acre main temple; the entire
area is about 16.5 acres. Ex-
posure to the elements and
poor maintenance damaged
some of the idols.

“Temples are not just
places of worship. They also
record our rich past. About 50
years ago, devotees from far-
away places and locals came
here frequently,” said 72-year-
old Galley Shakuntala, whose
family has lived in the locali-
ty for several generations.

In 2003, Shankuntala’s fam-
ily and other locals took up
restoration work. Two years
later, the Tamil Nadu Road De-
velopment Company Limited
further renovated it at a cost
of Rs 3 lakh.

A serious attempt began in
March 2007. With active sup-
port from the Semmencherry
panchayat, the villagers led
by T Gnanasundraram, 65,
started a door-to-door cam-
paign to raise funds. Letters
were sent to those in faraway
places. The Srinivasa Peru-
mal Trust was formed and

L R Shankar

Chennai:
¢ Nigam Limited (BSNL), South-

ern Railway'’s latest decision
i appears high-handed. BSNL's
i effort to install multiple-de-

: nomination coin-collecting

i PCOs at the Central Railway
i Station has been stalled by the
i railway authorities ‘arbitrari-

i ly'itis alleged.

LOCAL INITIATIVE: The 1,800-year-old Srinivasa Perumal temple in
Semmencherry where the skumbabishekames ,, the first since

1957, was performed on Monday after the temple was

renovated with contributions from villagers

within a few months, more
than Rs 10 lakh was raised.
“Initially, we found it difficult
but a collective effort made it
possible,” P N Kannan, man-
aging trustee, Srinivasa Pe-
rumal Trust, said.

The Archaeological Sur-
vey of India (ASI) was also
roped in to provide expert
guidance. Acrylic paintings,
done several years ago by lo-
cals on the pillars, were
painstakingly removed with
ASI help to retain the temple’s

originality — work on this is
still  on. Simultaneously,
craftsmen from Kancheepu-
ram and Kumbakonam began
work on the 16-feet high wood-
en doors for the main en-
trance.

“We are planning to intro-
duce additional facilities for
devotees. We will ensure that
the temple is well main-
tained,” said Semmencherry
panchayat president K
Dhanasekar.

madhavan.d@timesgroup.com
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For Bharat Sanchar

Sources said a few days ago

i Railways confiscated 17 PCOs,
i including six newly installed
ones, which are now ‘lying’ in

i the station master's office. The

! PCOs, each costing Rs 30,000
and having exciting features

i such as usage of multiple de-
nomination coins like one, two

¢ and five rupee coins, STD and
i 1SD, were recently procured
i from Navitel, a Chinese firm.

According to BSNL sources,

i acontractor went to the station
on Thursday to replace the ex-
i isting phones with new ones
and was told by Southern Rail-
: way to produce an authorisa-
i tion letter issued by the rail-
ways’ commercial wing. “There

i isno need for permission, since
i the phones have been in place
for over a decade. Many phones,
¢ including new ones were con-
i fiscated without prior notice,”

i said a senior BSNL official.
i There are 36 BSNL coin phones
i at the station.

The unexpected develop-

i ment has shocked BSNL which
planned to incorporate features
¢ like smart cards in the newly

i installed machines. “BSNL is
known for sending prior notice

i even for disconnecting the
i phone of an individual, but we

i were given no reason when our
i own phones were confiscated,”
i another official said. The con-

i Chennai:
i ickavasagam recalls the tough
i time he had while trying to

: save two cleaners trapped on
i top of afloodlight at the Chep-
i auk stadium in November

FACE OFF

BSNL is upset that it
was not informed
before the phones
were removed.
Southern Railway
says its permission
was not taken to

upgrade facilities

fiscated call boxes can hold 500
coins per day.

Railway officials, on the oth-
er hand, blamed BSNL for its
high-handedness. A senior of-
ficer told TOI that the telecom
agency did not have prior per-
mission for upgrading its fa-
cilities at the station. He added:
“There is no logic in giving our
premises free of cost. Let the
BSNL get permission first.”

The official further said:
“When prepaid autorickshaw
owners in the central station
pay rent and commission, why
not BSNL? In fact, BSNL coin
phones were removed in
Palakkad division six months
ago for similar reasons.”

But BSNL authorities
wanted to know why they
were not intimated about the
decision to confiscate the
phones. A high-level meeting
is expected between the two
agencies on Tuesday.

julie.mariappan@timesgroup.com

i Chennai:
i closed for vehicles on a stretch
i of Perambur
i where the second phase of
i construction of the rail over-

i bridge has started. The new
traffic regulation came into

: effect on Monday and will
i continue till the construction

i is over.

Soon, inflatable

light towers for -
firemen in city

Vivek Narayanan | TNN

Firefighter Man-

MOD MODE

Made of fabric, the
equipment has a
400-watt light
source at the top. It
has an in-built
generator set and a
compressor. The
equipment can be
easily carried in a
vehicle

i 2008. In the days ahead, fire-
i fighters like him will have ac-

i cess to sophisticated technol-
ogy while on rescue missions.

¢ The Tamil Nadu Fire and Res-

i cue Services (TNFRS) plans
: to buy inflatable light towers,

¢ which are used in rescue op-
i erations around the world.

Made of synthetic fabric,

the equipment has a 400-watt
light source at the top. It has
an in-built generator set and
a compressor. “The equip-
ment can be easily carried in
a vehicle and placed at the
spot of the rescue mission.
The tube is inflated using a
compressor and, once it is
filled with air, it stands near-
ly 20 feet tall. The generator
powers the light. An area of
about 10,000 sq metres get il-
luminated in three minutes.
But this depends on the height
of the tower,” said a TNFRS
official. Two blowers inside
the tower constantly inflate
the structure and ensure sta-
bility. The structure grows
vertically and can be used
even in narrow spaces. The
tower is fixed to the ground
with ropes and can withstand
bad weather.

“Mostly, when there is a
fire, the electricity supply to
the particular spot is cut off.
Currently we carry flashlights
for visibility. If the light tow-
eris placed outdoors, it serves
as a lamp post and we can car-
ry out the rescue work easily.

It will also help us rescue peo-
ple from flood-affected areas,”
said the official.

“In most operations, visi-
bility is poor. Good illumina-
tion is needed when we try to
rescue people trapped at
heights. That is when this
equipment will be helpful,”
said a firefighter.
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Chennai:
discipline and reforming and

{ CALLING FOR
i REFORMS

New govt must

. restore financial

discipline, says
Arun Shourie

TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Restoring financial

liberalising

higher tech-
nical educa-
tion and de-
fence  pro-
duction
ought to be
key elements
of the eco-
nomic agen-
da of the next
government
at the Centre,

former Union minister and BJP
: Rajya Sabha MP Arun Shourie
{ said on Monday.

Addressing a meeting or-

i ganised by the Madras Cham-
¢ ber of Commerce and Industry
¢ and the Palkhivala foundation,

¢ Shourie flayed the UPA regime
¢ for financial mismanagement
and slowing down key reforms.
¢ “The government has already
i squandered money on populist
i schemes and is left with no
i durable assets for providing any

i stimulus through infrastruc-

: ture development,”
i elaborating on his charge that
the Manmohan Singh govern-
: mentwas guilty of financial in-

i discipline.

he said,

Instead of squandering

funds in this way, there should

i be awards to states for execut-
ing major projects on time,
¢ Shourie suggested.

Shourie also suggested giv-

i ing a fillip to the use of envi-
i ronment-friendly energy by
taking up the cause as a na-
¢ tional mission.

Traffic diverted as 2nd phase of
Perambur overbridge begins

TIMES NEWS NETWORK
Traffic has been

High Road

According to sources, the

i bridges department in the
Chennai corporation began
¢ construction of the rail over-
i bridge, which, in the first
i phase, included the stretch
¢ from Jamaliya till the Per-
i ambur subway. Work is still
i on and the stretch continues
i to be closed for traffic.

To facilitate the second

phase of construction, the
¢ traffic police have now intro-

¢ duced new regulations. Vehi-
i cles coming
i havaram High Road and Siru-
i vallur
i Ayanavaram will have to use
: the narrow subway that runs

from Mad-

Salai to go to

CHANGE OF

ROUTES

parallel to the main subway
and then drive down Pilking-
ton Road, Anderson Road and
Konnur High Road.
Commercial goods vehi-
cles, MTC buses and large ve-
hicles such as Tata Sumo will
not be allowed to proceed to-
wards the Perambur subway.
They will be diverted left from
Perambur High Road toward
Ganesapuram Bridge and Pu-
lianthope High Road. Vehicles

coming from Medavakkam
Tank Road and Konnur High
Road to go to Perambur will
not be allowed to proceed to-
wards Anderson Road and
Pilkington Road. Instead, they
will be diverted at Konnur
High Road and Anderson
Road junction and directed to-
ward Cooks Road, Stephen-
son Road, Ganesapuram
Bridge and Perambur High
Road, a press release said.

Private colleges ask Mass deletion of names from poll
Madras Univ notto  rolls to affect all parties: Expert
ratify faculty posts =~ s

D Suresh Kumar | TNN

their franchise,” he said.

The AIADMK, on the other
hand, said the DMK had “meticu-
lously stuffed” the electoral rolls
over the years and therefore wel-
comed the EC's drive to weed out
bogus voters. “The deletion of bo-
gus voters will have a positive im-
pact on our party in the elections,”
a senior AIADMK leader said.

Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi
(VCK) legislator D Ravikumar said
the EC needed to be very careful in
preparing the rolls as migration
was very high and hence some peo-
ple might not have been included
in the rolls. Moreover, there should
have been a substantial number of
first time voters entering the list
during the last five years, which
was not reflected on the rolls, he
pointed out.

ajitha.karthikeyan@timesgroup.com

However, the reaction
from political parties to
the deletion of 53 lakh
voters from the rolls

was varied. The AIADMK
welcomed the move

Chennai: Mass deletion from the

: electoral rolls following the detec-

: tion of bogus voters during the

i “100% field verification” taken up

: in 2005 has resulted in a drop in

¢ the total number of eligible voters

i for casting their ballots in the com-

ing general elections by 53 lakh in

i Tamil Nadu.

: State chief electoral officer
(CEO) Naresh Gupta said that when
steps were taken to prepare photo
electoral rolls it was found that

: names of people who had shifted

i to a new place continued to figure

i in the rolls with the old address.
Consequently, the number of sur-
plus entries went up. ‘All these were
set right during verification taken
up for preparation of photo rolls
during 2006-07,” he added.

of the last syndicate meeting of
the University of Madras, the As-
sociation of Management of Pri-
vate Colleges president
M Aruchami had written to the
vice chancellor not to embark on
such initiatives.

“Our association has filed a
special leave petition in the
Supreme Court on the validity of
the selection committee norms
contained in the UGC regulation.
Since the matter is sub-judice, we
request you to kindly ensure that

NEW TURN TO
CONTROVERSY

Chennai: In a new twist to the
controversy over the demand for
approving the appointment of 160
faculty members in minority-ad-
ministered arts and science col-
leges, the Association of Man-
agement of Private Colleges has
asked the University of Madras
not to ratify the appointments.

Nearly 160 teachers, including
five principals of government-
aided minority arts and science
colleges in Chennai who were ap-
pointed over the past two-and-a-
half years, have not been able to
draw government salaries over
procedural infirmities in their
appointments. The university had
refused to approve their ap-
pointments on the ground that
the selection committees which
recruited them were not consti-
tuted as per the University Grants
Commission (UGC) Regulations.

However, the managements of
minority colleges had taken the
stand that they were not bound
by the UGC Regulations by virtue
of the freedom granted to mi-
norities to establish and admin-
ister educational institutions un-
der Article 30 (1) of the constitu-
tion. Following representation by
the managements, the universi-
ty had agreed to obtain legal opin-
ion and decide accordingly.

It has now emerged that ahead

Prof P Radhakrishnan, Madras
Institute of Development Studies,
said the impact of mass deletion
from the rolls would be distributed
across all political parties as it was
spread across the state. Expressing
concern over the deletion of a sub-
stantial number of voters, DMK or-
ganizing secretary TKS Elangovan
said the party would accept the new
numbers if the rolls were perfect.
“Our main worry is that genuine
voters should not be left out of the
rolls and deprived of exercising

no unilateral decision is taken till
the final disposal of the case by
the Supreme Court,” he said in
his letter.

However, Father Albert
Muthumalai, principal of Loyola
College, said his institution was
no longer a member of the Asso-
ciation of Management of Pri-
vate Colleges. “l don't know why
he is intervening in this matter.
The association has got nothing
to do with the minority colleges.
We are entitled to certain privi-
leges and even in the high court,
when the issue of private colleges
was taken up, it was pointed out
that the issue of minorities was
a separate one,” he said.

suresh.kumar3@timesgroup.com




